One hundred and twelve Campylobacter strains comprising 15 species and subspecies were examined for their ability to hydrolyze indoxyl acetate. All strains of C. coli, C. cryaerophila, C. fennelliae, and C. jejuni hydrolyzed the compound, whereas three strains of C. cinaedi were negative and a fourth was weakly positive. Representatives of all other species were negative. Organisms that hydrolyzed indoxyl acetate did so regardless of the medium used.
Members of the genus Campylobacter are found in humans, other mammals, fowl, and plants, and some are associated with the disease state (1) (2) (3) (4) The disk was added, and, if positive, a color change to blue occurred in 10 to 15 min at room temperature. All strains of C. coli, C. cryaerophila, C. fennelliae, and C. jejuni hydrolyzed indoxyl acetate, whereas three of the four strains of C. cinaedi tested gave negative reactions (Table 1) . One strain of C. cinaedi gave a weak reaction (Table 1 ). All the other organisms were negative. All strains that hydrolyzed indoxyl acetate did so regardless of the culture medium used. All reactions were distinct, and the shelf life of the disks was in excess of 1 year if protected from light and under a desiccant at 4°C.
In summary, the utility of the test lies in the fact that it is rapid and selective for a limited number of Campylobacter species. Its low expense also makes it cost-effective for routine laboratory use and beneficial for those interested in Campylobacter identification and taxonomy.
